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A messenger  entered  and crawled at  the  feet   of* the
ultan.
" Speak 1" Saladin commanded.

" Your men, O Beloved of the Prophet, have captured a
hristian town/*

" Allah be praised," the Sultan replied.
The twelve counsellors clasped their hands and bowed to
ie ground.

" How shall I avenge myself ? " Saladin asked, tightening
is fists. " Whenever and wherever the uncircumcised dogs
rare victorious, they destroyed our mosques, killed the
risoners, enslaved and despoiled our women, mutilated
ur children. How shall I repay them ? " he asked the twelve
ounsellors.

One by one, they salaamed and answered:

" Burn them."

" Pour molten lead into their throats/'

" Flay them/'

" Hang them/'

" Tear them limb from limb/'

" Behead them."

" Cut their hands and feet and gouge their eyes/*

" Stance them/'

" Cast them to wild beasts/'

" Bury them alive/'

"Choke them/'

Something in me revolted. I could have done to each of
those bearded monsters what they proposed to do to a whole
town.

Saladin turned to me.

" What is your suggestion, Kot-El-Kokura ? " he asked.

I remained silent. The Sultan's eyes tried to decipher my
thoughts.

" Fear not, ambassador of Cart-El-Phal.   Speak f"

I answered: